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09:30 – 11:30 PANEL: Person, recognition and technologies of the self; PANEL: Technologies and mobilities;
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practicies in context
14:00 – 15:00 Lunch
15:00 – 17:00 WORKSHOP: Subsidies and local responses: Romanian agriculture coping with EU policies; PANEL:
Migration and social change
17:00 – 19:00 BOOK LAUNCH AND DISCUSSION: Romanians in Western Europe Migration, Status Dilemmas and
Transnational Connections
Friday, 18 october
09:30 – 11:00 KEYNOTE SPEECH: Let the Great World Spin: mobility, immobility and stillness in the age of
transnational migration
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break
11:30 – 13:00 WORKSHOP: Social transformation in Romanian towns post-1989, PANEL: Mobility and
local knowledge; PANEL: (Im)mobility narrations within Romanian Historical Populations
Saturday, 19 october
09:30 – 11:00 PANEL: Generating movement, generating people: ethnographic reflections on movement and
personhood (1), PANEL: Education, knowledge and boundaries
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break
11:30 – 13:00 PANEL: Generating movement, generating people: ethnographic reflections on movement and
personhood (2), PANEL: History and culture

Frances PINE
Goldsmiths University of London
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Synopsis of keynote address

Let the Great World Spin: mobility, immobility and stillness in the age of transnational migration

Movement and migration are by no means new phenomena. Humans are mobile creatures, and individuals, families and entire
populations have moved around the globe throughout history, sometimes moving by choice, sometimes forced away. Since the
late 20th century, however, what has been different about migration is the scale and speed of communications, of travel and
transport between previously distinct and distant spaces. In this talk I consider ways in which movement and stillness, mobility
and immobility, are continuing, or emerging, at a time in which globalization is increasingly associated with rupture, unsettled lives
and homes, and general unease. I argue that we have moved from an idea of ‘home’ as a fixed place where most people spend
most of their lives, to a more elastic notion of movement and of lives lived in motion, between dispersed spaces and places.
Although the world appears to have opened, following the fall of the “Iron Curtain” and the softening of borders which
accompanied the rearrangement of the map of Europe, there has simultaneously been an increase in state control and levels of
surveillance, at both national and international levels. Drawing on my own research in Poland, and other ethnographies from the
region, I consider how very different regimes of movement and what might be considered either stillness or immobility emerge in
different cultural and politico-economic contexts, sometimes creating increased agency and opportunity, other times resulting
both from and in growing inequalities.

Chair: Vintilă MIHĂILESCU (SNSPA București)
Discussants: Anna DAHLSTRÖM (University of Uppsala), Monica STROE (SNSPA București), Tommy LENARTHSON (University of
Uppsala), Anamaria IUGA (Museum of the Romanian Peasant), Bogdan IANCU (SNSPA București)
The goal of the workshop is to put together interrogation and knowledge from different disciplines for a better understanding
of the processes of change affecting agricultural livelihoods, social life and biodiversity management in rural Romania.
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Workshop

Subsidies and local responses: Romanian agriculture coping with EU policies

Large areas of Romania’s grasslands and agricultural lands, especially in the mountain and hilly regions, are still managed by
traditional land management practices (agricultural calendar, crop rotation, mowing and hay-making times and techniques, grazing
and pasture management, husbandry and herding). The practice and transmission of traditional techniques – key factors of
biodiversity management – are strongly dependent on survival of the small-scale (often subsistence and semi-subsistence) farm
households (Akeroyd 2006).
Despite their relative invisibility from the public agenda (connected to a low degree of market participation), the small farms in
Romania have recently been activated from the status of subjects of museographic interrogation to subjects of policy, as some of
their traditional agricultural practices are progressively being re-valued as ecological services.
The transfer of the EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) into the national policy framework (the National Rural Development
Programmes, the new institutional framework supporting the agricultural payments etc) has so far mainly been a one-way transfer
of expertise (Dahlström et al 2012), institutions and experiences from Western to Eastern EU states, and from governmental to
local scales.
Paying particular attention to the implementation of payment schemes, we have launched a new interdisciplinary research project
aiming at exploring the relationships between policy incentives, villagers’/farmers’ understandings, interpretations and responses,
as well as potential environmental effects. We firstly aim to understand the function of subsistence farming in terms of land-use,
biodiversity and ecosystem services, and market interactions. Secondly, we aim at analyzing the complex effects of payment

The anthropological / social science interrogations in Romania have so far had a limited grasp of the socio-ecological and
agricultural dynamics of the Romanian rural areas. The workshop, gathering researchers and approaches from different fields
(anthropology, conservation biology, agrarian history, public policies), will attempt to give an interdisciplinary input to the
following questions:
Where and why do traditional knowledge and EU regulations clash and what are the small farmers’ strategies to “domesticate”
the EU agricultural policies?
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Workshop

schemes, not only as support and “opportunities”, but also as barriers against continued use of components of traditional land
management embedded in specific geographies and practices (Dunn 2008).

How do the new European policies reconfigure traditional knowledge and practices and reshape farmers’ vision of nature and
land management?
Which changes of traditional practices are to be expected due to new policies, and which are the likely effects of the changes,
in terms of subsistence and production, traditions, and biodiversity?
How can the small farmers mediate between a productive, entrepreneurial role on the food market and the new role of
biodiversity custodian?
What shifts in power and property relations does the implementation of these policies create?

How does field research contribute to better grasp the peasant vision and understanding of their stakeholder interaction with
the State and EU policies? Which are the difference between seeing the land from above versus from below?
How do the economic crisis effects interplay with the effects of the CAP?

Friday, 18 october, 11:30 – 13:00, Room A

Discussants: Gabriel TROC (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca), Norbert PETROVICI (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, ClujNapoca), Raluca PERNEȘ (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca), Anca SIMIONCA (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca)
Recently, research on urban social transformation in Romania has focused mainly on large cities. These have been perceived as
undergoing intense social development and boasting complex urban dynamics. As opposed to them, smaller towns have elicited
little interest. The stereotype is that in postsocialism they have been uniformly and chronically stuck in a state underdevelopment.
In this panel, we bring together research on small towns, starting off from the premise that their status is much more diverse than
usually assumed. We will look at large scale processes (changes in the size and structure of population, rural – urban structural
dependencies, economic development, internal and international migration affecting their population, local elites etc.) and small
scale phenomena (transformations of: the patterns of living, professional trajectories, everyday routines of work and leisure, the
work of home improvement and maintenance).
The workshop is proposed by Raluca Perneș, Norbert Petrovici, Anca Simionca and Gabriel Troc, who will discuss the postsocialist
transformation in the town of Corabia, Olt county.

17:00 – 19:00, Room A
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Social transformation in Romanian towns post-1989

BOOK LAUNCH AND DISCUSSION: Romanians in Western Europe Migration, Status Dilemmas, and
Transnational Connections

Discussants: Marius LAZĂR (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca), Raluca NAGY (Université Libre de Bruxelles), Remus Gabriel
ANGHEL (ISPMN, Cluj-Napoca)

Thursday, 17 october, 09:30 – 11:30, Room A

Person, recognition and technologies of the self

Rave and right to culture, Irena MOLNAR (University of Belgrade): When in early 1990’s rave parties and “travelers” were prohibited in Great Britain
by the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act, sound systems started travelling along Europe in search for more safe places, where laws were less
restricted, emerged in large scale illegal parties worldwide - “Teknivals”. In this paper I will try to criticize National State’s use of Universal
Declaration of Human Right on the example of Teknival, with special emphasis on right to freedom of physical and mental integrity of any individual,
as well as right to culture. I will also question their place in contemporary cultural dynamics as well as try to present them in discourse of UNESCO’s
intangible cultural heritage, in a way to show need for a change from traditional to contemporary point of view.
For a better version of yourself: an ethnography of a personal development group in Bucharest, Elena TRIFAN (SNSPA București): Personal
development is both a purpose and a process in which the individual engages in hope of becoming a „better version of him/herself”. For this
research I was part of a personal development group in order to observe how the desire to improve a person is built, disseminated and
accomplished, and also which may be its consequences. From private kindergartens, student NGO's, trainings offered by employers to peerpressure and institutional pressure, personal development is becoming more and more present as a sign of distinction for ”optimized”
individuals. The presence of these practices in the lives of individuals produces changes in perception of existence. People are directed towards
individual accountability, as they are the only ones who can improve themselves and guide the course of their lives.
Isolated bodies: illness experiences at the last leprosarium of Europe, Andrei MIHAIL (SNSPA București): Tichilești is the last leper colony in Europe.
It hosts the last individuals who were diagnosed with this illness. It`s a place were lepers where isolated from the outside world due to a highly
stigmatizing disease. Although today their disease is curable, stigma is a long lasting effect. Abandoned by their families and friends or without any
social connections outside the colony or the neighbouring villages for those born here, with no chance to find jobs outside the surroundings of the
establishment, the institution is domesticated by its inhabitants in order to reproduce their social spaces of origin. Feasts, commerce, education,
agriculture, socialising in special places or creating informal names for the streets and places of the leprosarium were, or still are, part of the daily life
of Tichilești. All of this is happening under the medical scrutiny of an institution which keeps them healthy and offers them highly social benefits in
order to compensate for a collective blame of their isolation.
Ethics and culture in tracing social media networks, Veronika NAGY (University of Kent): Based on an ethical relativist theory, this paper will discuss
those considerations that are challenging the moral decision-making of cyberfield researchers. Due to the increasing use of social media, new research
fields are developing in ethnographic studies around online research methods. Doing ethnographic studies on mobility, in particular on transnational
movement of marginalized groups, raises several ethical issues about doing research in the context of the participatory culture of social media. Studies
on ethical dilemmas refer to the importance ‘respondent’s privacy’ and often emphasise that the respondents have given their ‘informed consent’ for
their participation in the research. In this paper I argue that combining online and offline studies by applying the facilities of specific social media
sources also involves cultural values and norms of research participants that might be transgressive or in conflict with normative rules.
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Technologies and mobilities

The social life of car-human hybrids. A survey in Băile Felix, Șerban VĂETIȘI (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca): Several recent studies show the relevance
of a post-humanist approach on social behavior, acknowledging the active role played by material objects in our social lives. Cars were considered topical items
of not only symbolical constructions in particular cultures, but also central elements of hybrid creations of car-human actants (Latham and McCormack), very
influential in the organization and effects of contemporary spaces, communities and behaviors worldwide. The paper investigates the social characteristics,
movements and preferences of people spending their holidays as tourists in one of the Romanian “old-style” resort villages, in relation with their utilization of
personal cars and as illustrating the concept of car-human hybrid.
The survey considers the period of peak tourist activity in the resort area, taking into account: (a) the number and distribution of cars, by counties and days of
actual presence in the resort, as indicator of quantitative mobility; (b) their roles and practices in the configuration of specific activities within the resort area
(such as bathing, bazaar shopping, midday eating, joining evening events, visiting local attractions); (c) their symbolism of status marker (given by appearance,
brand and ways of utilization) within the social interactions and life as car-human hybrids in the context of tourism consumption; and (d) their relation with local
infrastructure, architecture and setting layout considering the resort’s design and land use.
Gender and Moto-mobiliy: Women, Motorcycles and Risk, Ramona MARINACHE (Universitatea București) și Gabriel JDERU (Universitatea București): This study,
based on qualitative research of women who ride motorcycles in Romania, argues that the feminization of moto-mobility is a new dimension and stage of motorcycles’
gentrification. The current system of mobility determines many features of contemporary moto-mobility. Because of urban congestion, automobiles no longer offer
the freedom of movement that they used to. Some scholars argue that motorcycles fill this void, leading to the gentrification of motorcycling, through its
appropriation by the middle classes. Middle-class individuals are increasingly attracted by voluntary risk taking activities. Yet, current studies of moto-mobility do
not discuss the gendered nature of risk perceptions. This presentation seeks to understand the relations between gendered perceptions of risk, the masculine
connotations of moto-mobility and voluntary risk taking in contemporary societies.
Phantasmic Devices: the Role of Wedding Videos for Sustaining a Virtual Migrant Community, Neda DENEVA (Central European University): Wedding videos
as a device for sustaining a transnational migrant community is the main focus of this paper. Drawing on the case of Bulgarian Muslim migrants who live in Spain I
explore the new mechanisms for establishing temporal and spatial bridges between ‘home’ and ‘abroad’, and between past and present. I argue that the
practices related to the production and uses of wedding videos generate a phantasmic image of home and an experience of an imagined virtual community. This
virtual community expands over space and time and sustains a feeling of belonging and membership. I argue that the mediated ritual with its postponed and extended
re-enactment and re-consumption in a different temporal and spatial context allows a group of people dispersed through migration to perform as a community.
What is more, I argue that this community, by being virtual and imagined, is also idealised as to represent the phantasm of wholeness and order, which are
associated with home, and thus to stitch the ruptures caused by migration.
Youth cultures and mobility. Scoters and motorcycles in Konitsa, Dinu GUȚU (SNSPA București): The paper deals with youth culture identity constructed through
mobility. I will try to highlight the the changing relationships between the Konitsa youth motorcyclists and authorities (both Family and the State), and on the way
the symbolic and cultural capital is constructed in youth motorcycle communities.
My field research is Konitsa, a small town on North-West of Greece, where scooters and motorcycles are the most popular conveyance. There is a strong fashion,
between youths, in free-helmet riding and modifying parts of the scooters. The motorcycle become an "extension of the body” and a form of self-expression for
youths.
As theoretical approach, I connect Goffman's social careers theory, with Birmingham School approach about youth cultures.
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Transformations of families and kinship

Refugee in Bucharest: between isolation and integration, Andra PANAIT (Asociația Română pentru Promovarea Sănătății), Roxana BRATU
(Universitatea București): This study describes thev way refugees in the V. Stolnicu center (Bucharest) understand the process of integration and the
support offered by different actors (e.g. the Romanian government, NGO’S) to integrate into host society. We also intend to outline the coping
strategies developed by refugees in order to adapt to a new and unfamiliar environment and to the "institutionalized” life of the V. Stolnicu camp. In
addition, we pay attention to the way refugees define elements of their own culture in relation to Romanian culture.
Family dynamics of Romanian transnational labour migrants in Spain in making decisions on return and home-making, Camelia BADEA (Central
European University): As women migrants became more independent they had a stronger word in making decisions on return, preferring, most of the
times, to take root at destination (Vlase 2011), thus contesting and provoking the existing norms on home-making through specific gender activities
(Ryan et al 2009). I pose, in line with Parreñas (2001, 2005), that investigating the family dynamics and the intergenerational contract in transnational
families shows that besides women, both children and other rooted family members (Ahmed et al 2004), though seemingly only passively present in
the decision-making process, they get more involved in family decisions than just in household chores. Using ethnography to explore the meanings of
home different family members employ both in the origin and in the destination country I investigated, starting 2008, a couple of families from south
Romania along four years. Thus, I have identified four types of mechanisms corresponding to four types of transnational families that set a new
meaning of intergenerational contract.
Filming my parents: Methodological challenges of family documentaries, Ileana SZASZ (SNSPA București): Visually documenting your own family
pushes the boundaries of reflection on the issues of methodology behind the production process of anthropological documentaries on the one hand
and on the challenges that arise along with establishing your fieldwork at home on the other hand. This paper looks at how family documentaries are
influenced by the kinship relation between the filmmaker and the subjects and more specifically, how family is represented by the author in this
specific situation. The starting point of the research is a short documentary I have produced, which follows the reactions, the daily activities and the
thoughts that emerge in the first weeks of retirement of my parents. Based on the observations made during this process I have also made a compared
analysis that included three other family documentaries. This research reveals how the visual representation of one’s domestic intimacy is at the
meeting point of personal goals, professional objectives and standards and the need to protect your family.

Thursday, 17 october, 12:00 – 14:00, Room A

Circulating nature, circulating culture

Calendarul Cărnii, Constantin BĂRBULESCU (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca): In cercetarea de faţă ne propunem să analizăm pe un studiu de
caz – sat Feiurdeni, jud. Cluj – în primul rând „consumul” animalelor domestice din gospodăria ţărănească, în toate formele sale. Iar apoi ne vom
apleca asupra consumului alimentar al animalelor domestice. Iar aici personajele principale sunt porcul şi oaia; ele asigură resursele de carne ale
alimentaţiei ţărăneşti de-a lungul întregului an. O să vedem cum.
Pensiuni in Romania: rediscovering and reinventing the rural through tourism, Maria Miruna RĂDAN GORSKA (University of Kent): The ideological
reframing of villages as idyllic settings destined for leisure and aesthetic appreciation emerged, initially, as a counterpart of urbanisation and
industrialisation. In the postindustrial context of today, rural tourism came to be an institutionalised practice sustained and developed by a wide array
of actors: local and non-local entrepreneurs, tour operators, NGOs, and tourists. This paper examines the development of rural tourism in Romania and
draws on fieldwork carried out in one of the oldest and most popular destinations of the country. As home stays are central to rural tourism, my
research has an extensive focus on what happens with guesthouses (pensiuni) and their owners. I pay particular attention to a number of issues: the major
changes in the architecture of the region, the informal economic practices, tourists’ demands and behavior, and the authorities’ failure to manage
tourism in a sustainable manner. The paper discusses some of the tensions and contradictions emerging when the initial discourse about rural tourism
gets ‘hijacked’ and diverted towards serving alternative practices.
“Tourists have changed our life for the better”; on tourism, environmental degradation and cultural change in the Danube Delta, Oana IVAN
(Independent Researcher): Ever since Danube Delta became an important tourist destination for both Romanians and foreigners, the authorities have been
promoting tourism as an alternative to fishing, the main subsistence strategy in this area, despite the fact that the effects of this new context have not been
rigorously analyzed. Employing participant observation and semi-structured interviews as main research methods, this study presents how locals from a
fishing village interact with tourists and how this process leaves a significant imprint on their social organization, local knowledge and use of the natural
resources, household economy, norms, values, etc. Exposed to new ideas, opportunities and challenges brought in by tourism, locals are not being swept
away, but are acting like individuals with agency who change their patterns of action, transforming their households into effective small enterprises. On the
other hand, the new tourism has launched local families into a constant competition amongst themselves or for natural resources, eroding social cohesion,
while leading to a degradation of some traditional values.
On men and pets. The new domestic order and the crisis of man, Vintilă MIHĂILESCU (SNSPA București): With more then 700 million pets in the world, more
then 50% of the families in USA and Australia and about 25% in western Europe having a pet, and a global pet market of more then 90 billion dollars yearly,
companion animals are a world spreading social phenomenon. More important, two out of three Americans consider their pets to be “family members”, and
more and more people consider cats and dogs as being “persons”. This social perception and the practices rooted in it are changing the “domestic order”,
affecting the very pattern of family, on one side, and have fueled the “animal rights”, on the other, thus challenging the long lasting human “speciesm”. The
present paper is presenting and discussing this emergence of a posthumanist order undermining basic anthropological classifications such as man-animal or
culture-nature dichotomies.
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Place and mobility

The 2 Mai Camping – A home away from home, Iuliana DUMITRU (Universitatea București): At regular intervals, individuals feel the need to commute to a lifestyle
that is different from their everyday existence. This is what people call “a holiday”. The 2 Mai Camping stands out from the majority of Romanian holiday destinations,
because over time it has served as a bohemian retreat, a safe haven, a space for protest or a hype target. Most of the tourists who choose this camping as a holiday
spot year after year are families who have been regular customers for several generations. Consequently, they have developed certain holiday routines that they are
extremely keen on. The camping thus becomes their second residence, a sort of an alternative community, and a “home away from home”, as they call it themselves.
These tourists yearn for their yearly personal routine, granted by the same neighbouring campers, by the constant familiarity of this place and its community, and
by the repetition of personal practices.
This paper aims to provide an analysis of the practices and narratives of the 2 Mai Camping tourists, to offer insight on the mechanisms that fuel such
practices, and to shed light on the various elements that define this sense of belonging to the 2 Mai community.
Post-socialist neighborhoods: habitation and mobility, Mircea TROC (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca): The Florești neighborhood is the biggest residential
post-socialist area built near Cluj-Napoca. Together with other examples from the country, Florești is one of the first manifestation of the suburbanization
phenomenon in the post-socialist cities. The research aims at finding the characteristics of suburban living and the neighborhood’s relationship with the city of ClujNapoca, with a focus on daily and weekly routes. For the fulfillment of these goals 40 interviews and 200 questionnaires have been applied to the inhabitants of the
neighborhood. The results show a strong daily route orientation towards Cluj-Napoca. The suburb shows a contrast between the apartment space and the ugly,
hostile and unsafe outside space. Habitation is limited to the apartment space, while the outside space is replaced with Cluj’s parks, playgrounds, schools and leisure
and consumption spaces. Access to these spaces and urban facilities is differentiated by the means of transportation available.
Stories of Chosen Immobility and Isolation in the City: Constructing Utopian Safety Zones in Residential Areas, Ioana BOBE (SNSPA București), Alexandra SANDU
(SNSPA București): The paper focuses on the strategies of isolation and segregation within the city by analyzing different types of residential areas: gated
communities, isolated residential areas and wealthy inner city neighborhoods. Based on a discourse of fear and a desire to minimize the contact with undesirable
others the gated community is becoming the ideal mode of urban living for wealthy inhabitants. Gated communities provide the means of insulation in an utopian
self-sufficient city within the city, where the demonized regular urban dweller is excluded through security measures, fortification and policies for filtering new
residents.
The importance of being "venetic": the long term effects of a development-induced resettlement project in Bicaz (Romania), Monica COSTACHE (Universitatea
București), Filip M. ALEXANDRESCU (Institutul de Cercetare a Calității Vieții): Literature on development-induced displacement and resettlement often cites resistance
to resettlement as the major factor contributing to escalated social and financial costs. The case of the Bicaz dam in Romania, which displaced 2645 families over 50
years ago, seems to suggest a different story. Interviews with the surviving members from the initial communities are colored by the following paradox:“money
comes and goes” and “life still goes on” for all resettlers but only those who “moved” experienced the generational transcending, lingering effects of failing to be
part of a community and emphasized longing for the abandoned villages. The 70% of the affected population that remained near the reservoir area appear to be the
“winners” of the resettlement lottery by correctly assessing the importance of being “venetic” in their strategic evaluation of risks. Thus, we argue that success in
development-induced resettlement projects is dependent on the creation of culturally accepting “host communities”.
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Religion practices in context

The Power of the Blood of Jesus. Governing the self and others within a Romanian Roma Pentecostal church in Italy, Cecilia RUBIOLO (Università di
Torino): “The first time I entered the Church I was 28... I think 28 because Cristiano was little. And I felt such love coming out of these words, I felt
happyness...I felt healed.. I heard about God, about Jesus and his suffering, how he suffered for us. Everything they said about his suffering touched
me...I don't know how to explain it...”.
Nely is a self-defined Romanized Roma from Banat who since 9 years lives with her family in extremely precarious conditions in “La Barcaiola” the
biggest illegal settlement inhabited by Romanian Roma in Torino (Italy). Together with other twenty people, mainly from Ticvaniu-Mare (CS), she
regularly attends the Pentecostal Church, self-constructed with the help of Italian and Romanian born-again brothers. Following a 12 months
ethnographic field-work, I propose a “situated” and “embodied” discussion: of the role of the autonomous conversion to Pentecostalism for Roma
migrants' subjectivities6, exposed to different forms of interpersonal, structural and symbolic violence; and of its political stakes within the intraEuropean East-West migration regime.
Re-locating the Healers. Re-interpreting the Distance when Having Health Issues, Elena BĂRBULESCU (Institutul Arhiva de Folclor al Academiei
Române): The paper tries to present the transformations that occurred in the past fifty years when it comes to dealing with personal health or of one
of the members of the family. In this case the focus will be on what it means here and there for the people living in rural areas, through the lenses of
health problems. On the other hand, there will be also highlighted that places change their geographical perception according to the people and
situations involved.
The dialectics between ethnical and religious frontiers. The case of Romanian Roma in Liège, Ștefan LIPAN (SNSPA București): This presentation
focuses on the complex entanglement between ethnical and religious frontiers. The analysed ethnographic case touches the notion of Pentecostalism
– seen as a transnational meta-culture, the most astonishing of religious movements, with more than 500 million worshipers outside the West and
with 9 million new ‘converted’ each year; but also the Roma ethnic group that have experienced, if we might go so far to say, a cultural revolution
through massive conversions to neo-protestant religions. For these reasons, I have tried to concentrate my fieldwork and my analysis on these
particular shifts by investigating the ordinary and every day experiences, by focusing on self-representations and including non-Gypsies into the study.
Thus I will be touching elements like: history, tradition, origins; presence/lack of ethnical political participation; conflict; re-birth; ways of ascribing
and auto-ascribing ethnicity; and sensorial frontiers – and how they enter the dialects between the ethnical and the religious aspect - where they are
reinterpreted, re-appropriated and re-employed.
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Migration and social change

The Racialization of Nomadism: Beyond binary categories in the study of Romani mobilities, Esteban ACUÑA (Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg):
Diverse populations labeled as “Gypsies” tend to be related to certain “nomadic” mobile practices. The naturalization of a “nomad” figure is a crucial
component of ongoing homogenizing and stigmatizing trends in public opinion and academia. This paper focuses on the relation between race and mobilities.It
argues for the need of an informed approach and a differentiated terminology from contributions of the spatial and mobility turns to understand movements
of Romani groups and their place in spatial regimes. The text recreates the genealogy of the “Gypsy” and the “nomad” idealized figures as well as its relation to
other racialized categories, such as “migrant” or “refugee”. Based on ongoing multi-sited research on Romani transatlantic movements and connections, it
further addresses the fact that ethnographic research among different Romani groups in diverse contexts shows how these divisions are constantly reproduced,
even though mobile practices and experiences in daily life are far more complex and fluid than binary categories suggest.
Selling “the West.” Migrants’ secondhand commerce and social change in Romania, Anatolie COȘCIUG (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca): This study
analyzes the transnational commerce with secondhand goods developed by migrants. In a context of academia and institutions prominence to investigate
migrants as development agents, scholars paid sustained attention to the migrants` monetary and social remittances and to their transnational activities
emphasizing how these practices may impact the origin countries. Against this backdrop, there is still little attention given to the changes of social and political
formations brought by migrants to their home communities. In the case of Romania, this situation emerges in a context of accelerated circulation of people,
money and goods between it and Western Europe. Migrants and their extended families import cars, furniture, electronics and other secondhand goods. Rather
than being marginal activities, they emerged in the past years as very profitable businesses migrants could venture into. The emerged “middle” class has access
to different kinds of capital at home and abroad which have an increased potential to bring social change to the origin communities.
Challenging exclusion. Migration and changing social inequality in Romania, Remus ANGHEL (ISPMN Cluj): The paper aims at presenting the changing inequalities
emerging in contexts of emigration. As migration became a widespread phenomenon in the Romanian society, people of different strata and ethnic background
became involved in migration and obtained access to new types of resources. The research focusses on the changing social relations between Romanians, Hungarians
and Roma in a multiethnic locale, which were previously excluded in places where they lived. It asks how do Roma fare when they started to migrate and how do
social relations change in contexts of migration? The paper thus looks at different social mechanisms in which Roma migrants and non-migrants, which were
economically and socially excluded, attempt to act, negotiate and reconstruct local inequalities and social relations.
Ethnicity and Social Change in a Transylvanian Town, Ovidiu OLTEAN (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca): In many cities and towns of Transylvania the
existence and formation of the social classes has had for a long time a pronounced ethnic character. Some of these cities bear the traces of the economic affluent
and socially highly praised Saxon bourgeoisie existing there before the Second World War, as its role was central in the creation and development of these urban
settlements. With time the ethnic landscape and urban social order had changed, enhanced by the socialist urbanization and industrialization policies, and, after
1977, by mass migration of the almost entire Saxon population. The research is carried out in Sibiu, one of the main Saxon cities in Transylvania, where I investigate
the forms and depth of a process of reenacting and reinventing Saxonness. My paper looks at such a local process taking place in the context of migration, and
enabled by migrant institutions. This process also involves a newly emergent urban class, largely Romanian, which engages in a process of social class formation in
which the Saxon cultural items and social values are reenacted and reinvented in search for identification, differentiation and social status. The role played by the
Saxon institutions is central in this process of social change, where the town of Sibiu becomes an important site for the reconstruction of Saxon identity.
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Mobility and local knowledge

Cuisine Heritage Making through the Tourism Development Strategies of Maramureş, Sonia CATRINA (SNSPA București): This study focuses on the
practices and social representations to be found in rural Maramureş whose reputation and tourism attractiveness was built on the local cuisine. How
do the rural guesthouse owners from Maramureş build the reputation of their region through the local cuisine in their tourism strategies of regional
development? How does the local cuisine interrelate with the ecological agriculture and the traditional know-how? We therefore analyze the
valorisation of the local cuisine within the context of rural tourism developed in this region, its transformations as well, through an empirical study of
the roles of different actors (guesthouse owners and tourists) in these mechanisms. We assert that the cuisine is heritagized in order to answer the
demands of the tourists hosted by the guesthouse owners from rural Maramureş who provide family-type lodging and boarding.
Strangers, locals and the production of local knowledge, Töhötöm Á. SZABÓ (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca): The paper investigates how
the local people of a multiethnic commune (Romanians, Hungarians and Roma, but formerly also Saxons) experience and interpret what is non-local:
in the last years strangers have moved to the commune and locals have worked abroad in various countries from Hungary to Israel. This opened the
horizons of the village and intersected with the historical experiences of what is non-local: the presence of a Hungarian noble family, the servant work
in different cities, the military services and desertions during WWII all contributed to the shaping of the local worlds. Locals have always tried to make
sense locally of what they experienced outside their communities, and sometimes they reinterpret these events and facts in surprising ways. The local
knowledge of what is non-local might be different depending on ethnic belonging, social status etc. and might seem deficient – but I shall argue that
it is entire and comprehensible.
The Țara Hațegului Dinosaurs Geopark - the co-constitution of nature and culture in knowledge infrastructures, Simona CIOTLAUS (Universitatea
București): Paralleling the persuasive interrogation of a once cherished anthropological concept, “the local”, anthropologists of science and technology
have documented how historically situated practices actually turn scientific claims into universals. Moreover, such studies also pointed to the ways in
which “the global” sits in places or otherwise circulates through traceable hybrid networks. The presentation draws on the establishment of Tara
Hategului Dinosaurs Geopark as a case study to raise questions about the circulation of such universals through and into knowledge infrastructures,
politics and culture. I describe how, in creating a nature protection area, documentation activities of nature assessment and social surveys in
communities package claims about “nature” and “local traditions”: data and information which is further transposed in and by ever expanding
networks. In this sense, contrary to their claims to universality and supposedly global nature, the presentation emphasizes the specific and highly
political implications in the production-application-circulation of certain kinds of environmental knowledge.

Romanian Peasants and German Craftsmen. Case study: Nicolinţ (Serbian Banat), Eufrozina GREONJANC (Universitatea de Vest, Timișoara): The
analysis is based on a series of life story interviews conducted by the author in Nicolinţ (Serbian Banat) from 2010 to 2013. It focuses on the
complementarity of major occupations in Nicolinţ (farm working, growing cereals, farming, cultivation of vineyards) and secondary occupations, mainly
crafts. Learning local craft involves mobility in neighboring villages inhabited by the German population.
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Where do the Dead Travel to? – Mythology Migration and Tranformation within Romanian Populations in Serbia, Otilia HEDEȘAN (Universitatea de
Vest, Timișoara): The policies which encouraged temporary migration in Western countries, developed in the seventh decade of last century by the
Tito government, also influenced Romanian populations on the former Yugoslavian territory. Nowadays, many families on their third generation work
in different cities from Western Europe (especially in Austria, Switzerland and Sweden), while the first migrants returned to their villages. In this
context and based on field research, I have identified different types of mythical narratives, especially narratives about family deads and studied
specific types transformations these elements suffer.

Tales of journeys in the Soviet Union, Nicoleta MUȘAT (Universitatea de Vest, Timișoara): The present paper aims at analysing field data obtained
during my research done in Solotvino, Ukraine (2007 – 2011) within the project Populaţii istorice româneşti astăzi (Romanian historical populations
nowadays). While focusing mainly on peoples’ narrations, I intend to discuss several types of “journey” within or outside the borders of the Soviet
Union, which cover a period of half a century. Forced journey (forced exile and deportation in Siberia), survival / economic journey (travelling in order
to gain money within the Soviet Union), round trip journey (travelling for pleasure inside or outside USSR) are different types which I have identified
within the narrations of several of my informants. Furthermore, their narrations were, once again, a journey down to the memory lane and a
reconstruction of the past.
Imagining feminine identity in the autobiographical narrations. Case study: Romanian historical community in Transcarpatia/ Ukraine, CorinaEugenia POPA (Universitatea de Vest, Timișoara): Although Transcarpatia is situated in the physical center of Europe, the political map of this part of
the continent – four times reconfigured in the last one hundred years – always placed it in a peripheral area, in that type of space where the landscapes
are shaped by people whose identities are suspended like clothes in the wind.
Limiting the research to the Romanian community in Transcarpatia, this case study focuses on the way in which the individual and the collective
identities are configured in the life stories of women.
The recent history is reflected in the narrations of women who lived in the second half of the last century in the Soviet regime. The interactions with
specific cultures and ideologies, the relations with specific centers of power, the migrations for casual labor inside the vast Soviet state determined
life experiences which generated particular strategies for the configuration of identities.
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Generating movement, generating people: ethnographic
reflections on movement and personhood (1)

The gender of the crossing: movement and precarious masculinity in Central Morocco, Alice ELLIOT (University of Leuven): Based on ongoing
ethnographic research in an emigrant rural area of Central Morocco, this paper traces how migrant men’s performance of different kinds of transnational,
local, and intimate movement generates peculiar and precarious qualities of masculinity. Exploring how emigration intersects with, expands and
problematizes native gendered conceptions of movement and stillness, I trace how movement within and between different geographical, ontological, and
symbolic dimensions becomes a delicate scaling device through which migrants’ gendered personhoods are instantiated, evaluated and questioned.
Focusing in particular on ethnographic instances where something goes ‘wrong’ with migratory movement, I argue how migrants’ gendered personhood in
this context may be considered not just as a determinant of their movement between home and abroad, but also as its result.
Kaale Evangelism: personhood and religious conversion among the Finnish Kaale, Raluca Bianca ROMAN (University of St. Andrews): My paper
considers the impact of religious conversion to Evangelical movements, the meanings of Evangelical subjectivities, personhood and intimacy, among what
is defined as a traditional Roma minority of Finland, the Finnish Kaale. I aim to explore the ways by which Evangelical understandings of religious
transcendence, of fictive kinship and of individual salvation are situated into the lives of Finnish Kaale converts and how notions of Christian morality are
correlated with Finnish Kaale understandings of the role of group belonging, shame, purity and kinship ties. Building on previous studies of personhood
among the Roma, which have often emphasised the polarization of the Roma world-view into the pure/polluted and the Roma/non- Roma, and
incorporating Evangelical movement, with its often emphasis on de-ethnicizing religious experiences, this paper aims to offer an ethnographic account of the
meanings of Christian revivalism among a marginal minority group in Finnish welfare society.
Movement and touch. Indonesian care workers and the image of a Japanese person, Beata SWITEK (University College London): When Indonesian care
workers arrived to care for Japanese elderly under a bilateral Economic Partnership Agreement initially implemented in 2008, the Indonesian care
workers and the Japanese staff and elderly, we are put in a situation where they needed to achieve interpersonal intimacy predicated on the
physicality of the interactions. This paper offers a close-up perspective on how such a particularity of engagement between the migrant workers and the
Japanese staff and elderly affected the ideas of personhood held not only by those who undertook the migration, but also by those who without
undertaking any journeys found themselves in a new, challenging social milieu. The paper explores the connection between the physical movement of people
in the process of migration, the corporeal experiences shifting the established boundaries between physical bodies, and the sense of personhood.
“Ne levizje” [“On the move”]: Albanian rap made in Athens, Lambrini STYLIOU (University of Thessaly): The paper uses as case study a rap music collectivity
of six young men of Albanian origin, who migrated in Athens in the early 2000s. Although Athens-based, their music effect, travelling through
translocal/transnational and virtual channels, reaches out a wide diasporic audience. Following the trajectories of their music, the members of the crew seem
to be in constant motion, performing different identities and selves, and turning movement (‘levizje) - physical but also metaphorical (transition in space and
time) - into an alternative system of ideology. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork undertaken in the period of 2009-2012, this paper will attempt to reveal
how the mediated musics produced and the engagement of the mobility trope in different contexts, make available new forms of subjectivity through which
these migrant rappers negotiate the dynamic situations and processes of diaspora and belonging, and contest the limits of the available cultural resources
and categories of identity and power.
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Education, knowledge and boundaries

Children and ethnic boundaries. Negotiating ethnicity in a Freinet elementary school of Liege, Mădălina MUSCĂ (SNSPA București): This paper tackles
the topic of ethnic boundaries for 5th and 6th graders, pupils in a Belgian elementary multiethnic school of Liege, with Freinet pedagogy, an active type
of pedagogy. With a position of “atypical adult” (Corsaro, 2000) in the field, I explored the way children organize differences in the context of a
permanent dialectics between the ethnic origin which counts and the ethnic origin which doesn’t count in the Walloon school system. I describe and
analyze how pupils in 5th and 6th grade permanently construct, deconstruct and negotiate their own ethnic boundaries in the interaction with others
(adults, peer group, other children) in the process of circulation of objects, information and knowledge, and show that they do not simply become
members of an ethnic group as a process of internalizing “adult culture”.
„This is an institution, where anybody can come” - making of a „Gypsy school” and chances of educational (im)mobility in a Romanian town, Plainer
ZSUZSA (Institutul pentru Studierea Problemelor Minorităților Naționale): Emergence of the “Gypsy ghetto schools” (with low educational attainment
and predominantly Roma children) is regarded as a source of educational inequality. Making of such educational units is commonly traced back to
spatial segregation and social exclusion of the Roma by non-Roma (Rekosh – Sleeper, 2004). But – as the following paper highlights – emergence of
such institutions and reinforcement of their condition can be entrenched in the very nature of the national educational policies, regardeless of an
explicit ethno-ratial classification. Applying the framework of audit culture (Shore-Wright, 2000) to the making of a „Gypsy school” in a Romanian
town clearly shows, how the stately designed policies of financing the Romanian education (allocation is turned upon the number of children enrolled)
can obstruct school mobilities. In addition, simbolical and material resources of the teaching stuff is analyzed, in order highlight their importance in
reinforcing school immobilities for the Roma.
Students' mobility, immigration and family strategies to cope with the economic crisis, Lala NARCISO (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona), Silvia
CARRASCO (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona): The unexpected increase of students' mobility in compulsory education has been regarded as one t
he major problems over the last decade in Spain. However, the experiences of students who move and the contexts in which they move are
understood and addressed in diverse ways related to social class and minority status. Therefore, mobility is not often conceptualized as a process
structurally linked to current social and economic dynamics, such as current changes in the productive structure and the labour market or to
residential factors related or not to the former processes, but rather as problems essentially tied to international migrations or mobile lifestyles
and their local management. The paper will present and analyze part of the results on the causes and impacts of students' mobility drawing on data
from an ongoing project (2013-15) funded by Spanish national research plan and carried out in the area of Barcelona, where some of the highest levels
of local and international mobility are to be found in Spain.
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Generating movement, generating people: ethnographic
reflections on movement and personhood (2)

Churches on Wheels: Practicing Freedom in Communist Bucharest, Miruna VOICULESCU (Central European University): The city planning program designed and
implemented in the late 1980s in Bucharest, meant, among others, large-scale demolitions, followed by forced dislocation and relocation of people. However, the
systematization, and the contradictions inherent to a project of such proportions, also provided a space for practicing freedom and, ultimately, for “ethical
autopoiesis” (Faubion 2011). How does the tension between two stark choices - the legal obligation to demolish and the moral obligation to preserve what one
perceives as the heritage of future generations- give rise to a third space where (ethical) innovation becomes possible? How does the exercise of “practical judgment”
(Lambek 2010) accounts for the ethical subject’s not being crushed by structure and power as she renders human values visible in action? Last but not least, the
silent churches tucked away behind gray uniform apartment buildings, to where they were moved on wheels, tell the story of people who had to negotiate their
sense of the ethical around and beyond the contingencies of history.
Becoming singular subjects: experiencing breast cancer remission among Hindu middle-class women in urban India, Alison MACDONALD (University College
London): This paper explores the relationship between movement and personhood in the specific ethnographic context of middle-class Hindu women’s experiences
of surviving breast cancer in Mumbai. It is a medical anthropological axiom that illness is experienced as processual and transformative, and that the path to health
can entail a reorganisation of identity, through which the sick person tries to find coherence and meaning in the illness experience. Attempting to go beyond notions
of illness narrative as recourse to meaning making, this paper considers recovering from breast cancer as a particular kind of ontological movement through which
the self is negotiated and cultivated in novel ways. These experiences are considered in relation to gender, kinship and Hindu religiosity in order to explore how
particular women attempt to harness a more singular mode of personhood. The paper seeks to address the analytical question of how existential movement through
rupture and trauma can create novel ontological possibilities, and in turn inform our understanding of the increasingly multiple and diverse forms of human
personhood encountered by anthropologists today.
Teaching English in Tokyo – a settlement into (im)mobility, Raluca NAGY (Université Libre de Bruxelles): This paper introduces an ethnographic research (May 2012
– January 2013) on young foreigners teaching English in Tokyo, aiming to provide a case-study within a comparative investigation of (im)mobility. From the variety
of inquiries that the mushrooming concept of mobility can generate I have chosen to focus on movement and personhood, by showing how a “privileged” mobile
lifestyle can generate an immobile personhood. Young native (or close-to-native) English speakers choose Tokyo for its relatively high wages as well as its cultural
attractions; we could define this conjuncture in Sassen’s terms of “geography of power” (1996). Whether it may be true that most of these teachers envisage a
temporary experience, they could not relocate any time they wish: the longer one does it, the more difficult it is to leave. The initial experience of short-term mobility
turns into, to paraphrase Diminescu's “settlement into mobility” (1998), a settlement into immobility.
On “travelled” (pirde) people, or motion and personhood among Romanian Cortorari Gypsies, Cătălina TESĂR (Museum of the Romanian Peasant): Among
Romanian Cortorari Gypsies achievement of a successful social self is premised on the transition of parents into grandparents. People pool their energies and efforts
into arranging their children’s marriages. Alliances endure on condition of production of offspring within wedlock coupled with contentment of the two parties with
the value of the marriage payment and wise management of the inter-subjective field of relations circumscribed by the alliance. Abilities of nurturing children in
ways that ensure their fertility, to amass large quantities of cash and to act tactfully towards others are believed to intimate the movement of people. Either as
physical crossing of borders or as social navigation within multifarious webs of relationships movement premises the acquisition of knowledge and financial resources
one needs for attracting social recognition. This paper argues that the local conception of travelled (pirdo, pirdi) man and respectively woman epitomizes the coeval
constitution of movement and personhood.

Saturday, 19 october, 11:30 – 13:00, Room B

History and culture

Migration flows in Dobruja, Sînziana PREDA (Universitatea de Vest, Timișoara): As some of historic minorities from Romania are obviously shrinking (due to
permanent or partial migration, other options of ethnic claiming, negative demographic growth, acculturation), investigating and patrimonializing their
culture and analyzing the means already used for its conservation by its creators is imperative. Starting from the cultural similarities and differences, our
proposal is intended to be a study regarding the mobility level in a particular ethnic group (the Turkish and Tatar community in Dobruja) which is less visible
within the minorities of Romania; this is due to its ethnic, confessional and cultural specificity. On the other hand, we wanted to see if the migration routes
of its members follow patterns similar to those identified in other ethnic groups. Based on fieldwork we were able to determine some typologies of migration,
structured according to historical age, social and economic status, family patterns, and education.
Narratives on Mobility and Immobility. A Case Study, Alina BRANDA (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca): The aim of this paper is to focus on the topic
of mobility as it is produced, internalized, viewed by the insiders of a village, placed in Bihor county. In recent years, the community was exposed to different
phenomena that challenged its capacities to create (and to adapt to) new cultural contexts. I am going to explore the triggers of these changes, the instant
and also long term responses offered to them by villagers. All demonstrate significant adaptive skills of the community members, openness and extreme
mobility. The goals of the paper are also to analyze how mobility is constructed and expressed practically and to approach its consequences on the insiders
lives. Through these, I aim to deconstruct the static perspectives on this village (Nimăieşti), described in certain works as ”traditional”, ”rituals oriented” etc.
The paper is the result of a long term fieldwork conducted in the village.
Disabling a Community or Move, Name and Conquer. Case Study on the “Xoraxaj” Community in Oborul Nou, Călăraşi, Romania, Dumitru Alin SAVU (SNSPA
București): The present paper aims at explaining how an ethnically heterogeneous group was apparently coagulated into a community through forced mobility
(relocation) and negative labelling, only to be both kept at arms length, but also at the mere disposal of political actors. While mobility generally suggests
dynamism and freedom, in this case, corroborated with the politics of naming and the negative social construction of difference, and imposed by above,
mobility eventually leads to immobility draining people of their ability to exercise their rights and freedoms, leaving them in a state of permanent dependency.
Thus, disability is induced and, drawing upon Kasnitz & Shuttleworth's work, it translates into people who are discriminated on the basis of negatively valued
distinctions, characteristics or differences.
The arguments presented in this paper are founded on empirical data from a ten-day fieldwork in Călăraşi county, Romania, in the Oborul Nou neighbourhood
between 8 and 17 July 2013.
Sulina - negotiating mobility in a dying city, Petruța TEAMPĂU (Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca): Sulina, the only town of the Danube Delta, has
been, at least for the documented last two centuries of its history, a place of extreme flexibility, with people moving in and out, during work seasons, as
tourists, as temporary workers for the European Comission of Danube or other institutions, as workers for the communist Fish Factory etc. As consequence,
the social, demographic and ethnic structure of Sulina has changed significantly in the last decades, as well as the physical landscape. The meanings of places
are constantly being redefined and renegotiated, and practices, experiences and conceptions of moving around/mobility can have consequences for place.
The paper will explore based on extensive fieldwork, these consequences, as people in this poor and marginal town are struggling to design a stable and
continuous identity for their community, through collective storytelling.
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